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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 23 February 2007 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance (except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex peirte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-15 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) S Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1. Claims 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Shaffer 
et al US Patent No. 5,995,596. 

1.1 Regarding claim 5, Shaffer discloses a method for distributing voicemail 
messages, comprising the steps of: 

determining, at first server (local voiccjmail server), whether a second server 
(designated central voicemail server) is available; 

responsive to determining that the second server is available; 

retrieving a voicemail message from the first server; and 

sending the voicemail message to the second server (column 5, lines 51-63; 
columns, lines 50-67; column 9, lines 1-11; figure 6). 

1 .2 Regarding claim 6, Shaffer teaches detemiining the site of each voicemail 
system (column 4, lines 30-33). 
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1 .3 Regarding claim 7, Shaffer teaches sending the voicemail message to the 
second server for storing as stated above. 



2. Claims 5-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
O'Donovan et al US Patent No. 6,396,908. 

2.1 Regarding claim 5, O'Donovan discloses a method for distributing voicemail 
messages, comprising the steps of: 

detennining, at first server (local voiajmail system 76A), whether a second 
server (remote voicemail system 76B) is avsiilable figure 7, step 84; column 8, lines 33- 
49); 

responsive to determining that the second server is available (column 8, lines 33- 

46); 

retrieving a voicemail message from the first server; and 

sending the voicemail message to the second server (column 9, lines 23-28). 

2.2 Regarding claim 6, O'Donovan teaches that if the second server is not available, 
handling the call normally (column 8, lines 47-49). 

2.3 Regarding claim 7, O'Donovan teaches storing the voicemail message in the 
second server, if the second server is available (column 9, lines 38-40). 
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2.4 Regarding claim 8, O'Donovan discloses a local voicemail system 78A In figure 6 
(column 7, line 51 to column 8, line 17), comprising: 

a call status module to determine whether a call should be transferred to 
voicemail (voicemail system 76A) (column 8, lines 9-17); 

a call transfer module to determine a call's voicemail extension and a server 
(76B) on which the voicemail extension resides, wherein the server 76B is one of a 
plurality of servers wherein the voicemail extension reside (column 7, line 51 to column 
8, line 9); and 

a voicemail migration module configured to send a voice mail message from 
voicemail 76A to remote voicemail 76B (column 9, lines 23-28, 38-40). 

2.5 Regarding claim 9, O'Donovan teaches determining a remote voicemail server 
(column 7, line 51 to column 8, line 9). 

2.6 Regarding claim 10, O'Donovan teaches a storage device to store a called 
party's greeting (column 8, lines 9-14). 

2.7 Regarding claim 11, O'Donovan teaches converting audio signal to digital data 
for storage (column 8, lines 14-17). 
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2.8 Regarding claim 12, a voice messaging system inlierently has a telephony 
interface for a subscriber (user) to retrieve his/her voice messages. 

2.9 Regarding claim 13, O'Donovan teaches a directory of voice messaging systems 
(figure 9; column 8, lines 18-26). 

2.10 Regarding claim 14, O'Donovan teaches a directory (figure 9; column 8, lines 18- 
26). 

1 .1 1 Regarding claim 15, O'Donovan discloses system for receiving, storing, and 
distributing voicemail messages in figure 6 (column 7, line 51 to column 8, line 33), 
comprising: 

a first apparatus 78A for receiving, storing, and distributing voicemail messages, 
comprising: 

a first call status module to determine whether a call should be transferred 
to voicemail (voicemail system 76A) (column 8, lines 9-17); 

a first call transfer module to detemnine a call's voicemail extension and a 
first server (76B) on which the voicemail extension resides, wherein the server 
76B is one of a plurality of servers wherein the voicemail extension reside 
(column 7, line 51 to column 8, line 9); and 

a voicemail migration module configured to send a voice mail message 
from voicemail 76A to remote voicemail 76B (column 9, lines 23-28, 38-40); and 
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a identical second apparatus 78B coupled to the first apparatus 78B for 
receiving, storing, and distributing voicemail messages. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-4 are allowed. 

4. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: O'Donovan teaches storing a voicemail message from a caller in a local voice 
messaging system if a called party is busy or not available, and if the called party's 
remote voice messaging system is connected to the same network. O'Donovan 
teaches storing the voicemail message in the; local voice messaging system regardless 
or the availability of the remote voice messaging system. Since O'Donovan teaches 
storing a voicemail message in a local voice messaging system, and sending the stored 
voicemail message to the remote system via a data network to reduce communications 
traffic over a telephone network, there is no need to determine whether the remote 
system is available. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 5-15 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 



6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a) US Patent No. 5,687,220 (Finriigan). 

b) US Patent No. 5,909,483 (Weare et al). 

c) US Patent No. 6,069,890 (White et al). 

d) US Patent No. 5,572,578 (Lin et al). 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the 
examiner should be directed to Simon Sing whose telephone number is 571-272-7545. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:30 PM. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tseng, can be reached at 571-272-7547. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. Any 
inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-2600. 
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